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Java provides versatile technologies for data access and manipulation. This book investigates these

technologies in detail and shows how they can be used to develop robust enterprise applications. 

The book is divided into five sections, the first of which looks at data and object modeling. The

second section investigates accessing data in relational and object oriented databases, and

directory services. The focus of the following section is data presentation for web clients. The fourth

section covers Enterprise JavaBeans and distributed applications. The last section of the book

consists of four real-world case studies that build on the previous chapters of the book.

Transactions, performance, and scalability of data applications are also discussed throughout the

book.
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For the past 2 years Wrox has been publishing books dedicated to Windows-based data access

(ADO etc.), but the same cannot be said about their Java/database collection. Although you find

chapters on JDBC scattered all-over almost all server-side Java related books by Wrox, there was

no single volume from them that teaches JDBC first, and then show how it is used by the newer

dependent technologies, until this book arrived. After looking through this book, I must say the

authors and editors have done a rather commendable job.Why do I make the above conclusion? Let

me give you my general impression of the book first. A theme repeated in several of my recent



reviews on books from Wrox is about the problem in coherence associated with multi-author books.

Well, having more than a dozen of authors for a single book seems to be a fact of life (for books

from Wrox at least) now, as the publication cycle gets shorter. I was rather surprised to find out that

the organization and coherence is very good in this book, i.e., there is very little overlap among

chapters. Also, this books uses JDBC cleverly to tie other pieces of J2EE together, making smooth

transitions from one chapter to another. If you want to know, this factor alone prompted me to add

an extra star to the overall rating of the book.Let's now run down the chapters of this book quickly.

The first 115 pages deals object-oriented and database modeling, and can be skipped by any

"Professional" developer. Then after your obligatory intro to JDBC API, the next chapter covers the

JDBC 2.0 optional package. This is the best treatment of this topic I have seen. Then another

chapter is all about SQLJ, another first.
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